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				About Me
    
    I'm a freelance software developer in Carrboro, NC. I speak Python™ as well as a few other languages. PySpoken.com has all the details.
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		Creating PDF Documents Using LibreOffice and Python, Part 4
	

	
		This is the fourth and final post in a series on creating PDFs using LibreOffice and Python. The first three parts are here:

	PDFs from Python, Part 1
	PDFs from Python, Part 2
	PDFs from Python, Part 3


They’re all a supplement to a talk I gave at PyOhio 2016.

This final post is here to point you to a working code example that you can download from my Bitbucket repository. It’s enough to get you started so you can experiment with your own goals in mind.

https://bitbucket.org/philip_semanchuk/pdfs_from_python

One thing I mention in the code that’s worth repeating here is that the code uses ElementTree to manipulate XML. It’s sufficient for this demo, and the fact that it’s part of the Python standard library means you can run the demo without installing any third party libraries. For real world (i.e. non-demo) usage, I recommend lxml as a more robust and helpful alternative to ElementTree.

A Curious Coincidence: Stinkin’ Badges

The title of my PyOhio talk was “We Don’t Need No Stinkin’ PDF Library: Build PDFs with Python the Lazy Way”. You know the “we don’t need no stinkin’ [whatever]” meme, don’t you? It’s from the Mel Brooks movie Blazing Saddles. (You can find the clip on YouTube.) Did you know that Blazing Saddles is quoting another movie?

The night before I gave my talk, I walked from my AirBnB to a nearby bar and bottle shop. (It’s simply called “The Bottle Shop”. Ohioans are plain dealers, apparently). I settled in there, happy with a pint of stout. On the big screen they were playing an old black and white Western — The Treasure of the Sierra Madre.

I didn’t realize until it happened on the screen that this movie is the inspiration for the “We don’t need no stinkin’ badges” quote, although no one ever actually says “We don’t need no stinkin’ badges”. The actual line is “Badges? We ain’t got no badges. We don’t need no badges! I don’t have to show you any stinkin’ badges!”

It’s pretty close to the line from B. Traven’s novel of the same name.

I didn’t have time in my talk to mention Blazing Saddles, the mysterious B. Traven, The Treasure of the Sierra Madre, Humphrey Bogart, The Bottle Shop, nor the stout. But I was amused by our brief coincidence in Columbus.
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												foxmask says:					


					
						December 2, 2016 at 5:59 AM					


									

				
					Hi,

Did you see that https://pypi.python.org/pypi/relatorio can also produce PDF from LibreOffice file ?

That way you dont need to dive into the XML to be able to build a PDF.

Regards

				


							
		
	
			
				
					
												foxmask says:					


					
						December 2, 2016 at 8:27 AM					


									

				
					I read the part 1 and I discover the same question in comment 🙂 sorry .

				


							
			
			
				
					
												Philip Semanchuk says:					


					
						December 2, 2016 at 9:02 AM					


									

				
					Thanks for commenting. It’s easy to miss things because the idea is spread across 4 posts. =)

Have you used relatorio? Do you like it?
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